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of the policy of the Imperial Government with regard to Asiatics in this Colony:
first, to afford just and fair treatment to those Asiatics who are already here
and settled in this country; and secondly, to leave to the responsible govern-
ment the question whether or not to allow new Asiatics to enter the country,
and if they are to be allowed, under what restrictions. That is the policy the
present Government has been attempting to carry out with the approval of the
Imperial Government, and in doing so, it has had to rely upon the law passed
by the Boer Government as well as the permit law1 of the present Government.
Experience has shown that these laws are not adequate to prevent the Asiatics
from entering the Colony; for doubtless many Asiatics who had no title to enter
the Colony have entered it on false evidence. Those who have never been in
the Transvaal before have made false declarations in order to come in, The
law regarding registration is vague; whenever a serious attempt was made to
apply it, it led to litigation in the courts. We have therefore to accomplish
two things: give fair and just treatment to those who were here before the war;
and prevent an influx of Asiatics into this country before a responsible govern-
ment is established. We should therefore get all the Asiatics now resident in
the Transvaal registered afresh. They should take out [fresh] registration certi-
ficates, so that nobody may question their bow fides. Simultaneously, it is pro-
posed to remove certain disabilities under which these Asiatics labour. No material
changes in the law regarding ownership of land are envisaged. But it is proposed
to enact a law which will enable Asiatics to hold the land on which their places
of worship are built; again, the heirs of those who held land before the passing
of Law 3 of 1385 will be enabled to inherit it. Furthermore, it is also proposed
to make certain modifications in the existing permit law which will enable
Asiatics to visit the country temporarily.

The statement is so important and disturbing that the Committee
of the British Indian Association proposes tcf take immediate action on
it.   It is very doubtful now if the deputation can proceed to England
in the immediate future.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 11-8-1906-

406. JOHANNESBURG LETTER
[After] August 4, 1906*
THE DEPUTATION
The deputation to England has for the present been postponed as
a result of Mr. Duncan's statement, which I sent last week.3 Some per-
sons were under the impression that the deputation was to visit England
only in connection with the Report of the Constitution Committee, and
that, since the nature of the Constitution to be granted to the Transvaal
had been decided upon, there was no longer any point in sending the depu-
1 The Peace Preservation Ordinance
2 This date seems to have been retained from the previous issue through   oversight.
This despatch must have been written after that date*
3  Vide "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 381-3.